
On Orders.

357. What are Orders 

Orders are a Sacrament, in which the Holy Ghost, by the laying on of the
Bishop's hands, ordains them that be rightly chosen to minister sacraments,
and to feed the flock of Christ. 

Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the
mysteries of God. 1 Cor. iv. 1. 

Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the
Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the Church of God, which he
hath purchased with his own blood. Acts xx. 28. 

358. What is it to feed the Church? 

To instruct the people in faith, piety, and good works. 

359. How many necessary degrees are there of Orders? 

Three: those of Bishop, Priest, and Deacon. 

360. What difference is there between them? 

The Deacon serves at the Sacraments; the Priest hallows Sacraments in
dependence on the Bishop; the Bishop not only hallows the Sacraments
himself, but has power also to impart to others, by the laying on of his
hands, the gift and grace to hallow them. 

Of the Episcopal power the Apostle Paul thus writes to Titus: For this cause
left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are
wanting, and ordain elders in every city. Titus i. 5. And to Timothy: Lay hands
suddenly on no man. 1 Tim. v. 22. 


